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From the Committee 


The GFNC Committee decided at the 23 March Virtual Committee Meeting to cancel club events until 31 May at the 
earliest. The Committee will continue to meet virtually every month and review the recommencement date as the 
situation and official advice changes. It’s fairly clear that it will be for longer. We will try to link all announcements to 
Geelong Naturalist publication dates, give adequate notice of any restart, and will advise major changes via email, the 
web page and Facebook. 


The AGM scheduled for 7 April is postponed to a date as yet unknown. Until then the existing Committee will continue. 
Events that do not break the various ‘Social Distancing’ advice and laws, including virtual committee and 
sub-committee meetings and the City Nature Challenge, may continue, for now. 


We will examine whether we can provide some alternatives to physical meetings via downloadable or live internet 
presentations, and have started to do that with some Zoom presentations linked to the City Nature Challenge 








In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Donna Hall, St Leonards; Noema Ibanez-Almarche, Belmont; Christine Jackson, Grovedale; Jessica Miller, Highton; 
The Mahoney Family, Newcomb; Angela Lord, Lara; Michael Fedele, Lovely Banks; Jackson Willows, North Melbourne 


We wish them a long and happy association. 








Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
Submissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 27 April 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg —to the editor. 
The editor for the May edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Alison Watson alisonw577@gqmail.com 








GFNC is on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 
A private online discussion group for members to share observations and other information is also available 
www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted. 








Geelong Naturalist on Trove 


Recent copies of our magazine are now being uploaded digitally to the National and State Libraries and are 
downloadable from Trove. 


You can find them quickly via this short link bit.ly/Geelong_Naturalist 


Obtain your username and password to add records to the GFNC website 


www.gfnc.org.au 
Login is required if you wish to add observations. 


Contact info@gfnc.org.au to receive your user name. You can then create your own password. 








The photo on the front cover, by George Appleby is of a Red-necked Stint taken at Blue Rocks on 1/3/20, presumably in 
breeding plumage. It is unusual to see these birds in breeding plumage in our region. 


The photo on the back cover, by Graham Possingham is of a Blue-spotted Hawker Dragonfly taken in his Highton 
garden on 8/3/20. 





Mailing Roster 
April: Jan Venters 


May: Bernie Lingham 





Committee Report on the 2019 GFNC Year 


General Committee 


In 2019 the positions of President and Vice-President 
were vacant, so instead of the traditional President’s 
Report we have a Committee Report with input from 
various club members. On behalf of the committee, we 
wish to thank all members who have contributed and 
participated in club activities during the last year. As well 
as the formal committee positions and sub-committee 
chairs this includes the many group coordinators, 
presenters, excursion leaders, Geelong Naturalist 
editors, proof-readers and mailers, those who assist with 
set-up, greeting, and pack-up at meetings, those who 
prepare environmental submissions to councils and other 
bodies, and those who participate in surveys. There are 
too many names to list them all. Without your support in 
volunteering and participating in club activities, the club 
could not function. 


The club remains in a healthy financial position (see 
Treasurer’s Report). We had 258 individual members as 
of the end of 2019, with around 50 new members joining 
during the year. We have already seen about 20 more 
join in the first three months of 2020. 


During the year we awarded Life Memberships to 
Deborah Evans and Craig Morley for their many 
contributions to the club. Sadly Gordon McCarthy, a Life 
Member and one of our founders, died on 30 Dec 2019 
after almost 59 years with the club, including 26 years on 
the Committee. 


The club’s purposes cover stimulating the study and 
appreciation of natural history, preserving and protecting 
Australian flora and fauna, issuing statements and 
commenting on proposals regarding the management of 
areas of ecological significance, and faithfully recording 
information and disseminating knowledge. The summary 
of activities in this report demonstrate that we continue to 
do this. 


General Meetings and Excursions 


In 2019 the club ran a wide-ranging program of monthly 
talks, covering topics as varied as land crab behaviour 
on Christmas Island, feral mammal eradication on Dirk 
Hartog island, the social and cultural values that need to 
change in order to preserve biodiversity, the pre- 
European Indigenous groups of the Port Phillip area, 
long term studies of mammals in the Eastern Otways, 
and the impact of wind turbines on bats and birds. 


The excursions ranged from close to home at Fyansford 
to further afield including Clarksdale Sanctuary near 
Ballarat and Carlisle Heath in the western Otways. 
These typically covered both birdlife and plants as well 
as geological aspects in some cases. 


After last year’s strong turnout, we held another Pizza 
Night in March 2020, and it was followed by an engaging 
talk on fungi by Allison Pouliot that attracted roughly 50 
members and 20 visitors, close to the capacity of the 
meeting room. 


Geelong Nature Forum 


Following the success of the 2019 event a working group 
comprising club and City of Greater Geelong (CoGG) 
staff decided to run the Forum again in 2020, although it 
had originally been planned to hold the forum every 
second year. The theme is ‘Where the Rivers Run’ and 
looks at the role water plays in healthy environments. 


Barwon Water, Corangamite Catchment Management 
Authority (CCMA), The Gordon TAFE, and the 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP) provided sponsorship and support. The scope 
was expanded to include an exhibition from many 
environmental groups occurring for a full week in addition 
to the public day of presentations and workshops. The 
venue was changed from the Geelong Library and 
Heritage Centre to National Wool Museum to allow a 
larger number of groups to be involved and cope with 
expected higher public attendance. 


Sadly, the event had to be postponed due to COVID-19, 
but will be run as planned when it becomes possible. 


Plant Group 


Those attending meetings may not be talented botanists, 
but we are all learning more about the varied flora of the 
Geelong region. The workshop style meetings are 
informal and usually involve sharing observations, 
specimens, and photographs of currently flowering 
plants. This creates lively discussion as we use 
microscopes and refer to the club library references to 
solve identification issues or decipher some new 
botanical term. At some meetings a presentation focused 
on a particular species or group of plants was given by a 
club member. 


In 2017 we discovered a population of Austral Ladies 
Tresses Orchid Spiranthes australis in the Brisbane 
Ranges area. In January 2020, we returned to the site 
and were delighted to find a healthy flowering population 
of this lovely plant. 


The 2019 Wider Geelong Flora Lectures covered a 
range of interesting speakers. Rani Hunt from DELWP 
gave us an overview of the work done to conserve 
several orchid species from the Anglesea area that are 
listed as threatened species. Phil Hunter described his 
survey work in remnant grasslands of roadsides and 
reserves in the Mount Duneed and Armstrong Creek 
area. Phil has published his findings and CoGG has 
used the information in their environmental planning. 
Peter Sullivan discussed innovative methods used to 
create grassland habitat at Werribee Open Range Zoo. 


Bird Group 


Presentations have covered a diverse array of topics: 
with presenters recounting tales of birding in Japan in 
winter, Idaho and Wyoming in spring and, much closer to 
home, searching for raptors along the Barwon River. 
There were also fascinating and thought-provoking 
presentations on Ruddy Turnstones, Powerful Owls, 
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Crested Tern population dynamics, a sobering 
presentation on a year in the life of a Short-tailed 
Shearwater and an absorbing and captivating 
presentation about the continent-wide movement of 
Australian birds in response to rainfall and water flow. 


Members have continued to enjoy the mid-week 
excursions. Destinations included Buckleys Falls and 
Limeburners Lagoon and it has been fascinating, and 
most enjoyable, to explore new areas of private property 
at Freshwater Creek, Winchelsea and Glenmore. We also 
returned to the Leigh River where it joins the Barwon, 
Wooloomanata, and Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 


Our annual Bird Group dinner, held in August at a local 
bistro, was very well attended before a thoroughly detailed 
presentation by Jeff Davies, supervising illustrator for the 
Australian Bird Guide, on skua, jaeger and tern 
identification. 


Our successful ‘start’ the New Year excursion to Balyang 
Sanctuary, in January 2020, was followed by a most 
enjoyable luncheon at Barwon Edge. 


In the last 12 months, the monthly bird records submitted 
to GFNC website have consistently been over 160 from 
35 or more observers. This does not include the many 
thousands of records GFNC members submit directly to 
eBird Australia. 


Members have participated in many surveys: the winter 
and summer Shorebird surveys, Orange-bellied Parrot 
surveys and Hooded Plover ‘wardening’. Many keen 
participants have continued to enjoy the Challenge Bird 
Counts. 


Fauna Group 


The Fauna Group undertook surveys most months at 
several sites, including continuing work at the Bambra 
wetlands, Floating Islands Reserve, and Pomborneit 
North. The CCMA has asked for more work on grassy 
woodlands in the areas west of Bannockburn. 


Our survey work is governed by various permits and 
regulations including the Wildlife and Small Institutions 
Animal Ethics Committee (WSIAEC) project 32.18. This 
covers the trapping we use to gather data on mammals, 
both with harp traps for bats and Elliot traps for other 
mammals. We also continue to use remote cameras to 
gather data on mammals, and have laid several tile grids 
to gather data on reptiles. 


Conservation 


We held three Conservation Subcommittee meetings 
during the year covering many issues, including: 


e The Minister for Water, Lisa Neville, released the 
Moolap Coastal Strategic Framework Plan in August 
2019. The plan dictates that the disused saltworks be set 
aside for environmental protection purposes and this 
finally closes the door on the threat to migratory bird 
habitat from destructive residential development. 


¢ The Jerringot working group participated in ongoing 
meetings with Major Road Projects Victoria around the 
duplication of the Barwon Heads Road and its impact on 
the wetlands and Latham’s Snipe habitat. 
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e The subcommittee conducted a review of the club’s 
position on recreational duck hunting and upheld its 
current opposition to the activity with a reworded policy 
statement being prepared and communicated to all 
members. The club wrote to the Premier and several 
senior Ministers calling for the duck hunting to be stopped. 


e Barry Lingham spoke at the Ocean Grove community 
forum where a bike track was being proposed through the 
sensitive vegetation and coastal dunes between Ocean 
Grove and Port Lonsdale. Environmental groups including 
the club presented the case for an alternative route which 
was the view being widely supported by forum attendees. 


e Tracey Hinton was appointed as club representative on 
a new wider Geelong consultation panel to review local 
impacts on climate change. The aim of the group is to 
advise local politicians around this subject. 


¢ Brett Smith served on the Upper Barwon Catchment 
Advisory Committee which works with the CCMA in 
formulating a river water environment plan whereby an 
extra 1 GI of water would be released down the river 
during summer to aid stressed river habitats. 


e Craig Morley continues to serve on the CCMA Lower 
Barwon Wetlands Community Committee which is 
currently reviewing the Reedy Lake watering program. 


e We successfully applied for a CCMA grant to carry out 
drone surveys of colonially nesting birds in Reedy Lake. 


e We are working with CoGG to establish sites for regular 
surveys in the developing Sparrovale Wetlands project. 


e Two DELWP Information Exchange Meetings were held 
in 2019 and these provided an excellent opportunity to 
discuss local issues. Some items covered this year have 
been Lake Modewarre water flow, the use of Thirteenth 
Beach for horse training, and windfarm bat and bird 
surveys. 


A key role of the conservation subcommittee is to 
comment on Government draft policies and local 
government projects. Submissions made in 2019 covered 
many topics. 


e We prepared comments and an objection to the 
proposal by Barwon Water to extract water from the 
Barwon Downs ground water aquifer in the upper Barwon 
region. 


e We gave comments on the plantings and upgrades of 
recreational facilities along the Barwon River within the 
Geelong urban area. 


e We made a submission to the Federal Government 
under the EPBC Act in support of the construction of a 
channel between Armstrong Creek and the proposed new 
Sparrovale wetlands. 


e We made a submission to the Planning Panel 
examining the Barwon Heads township limits. 


e We wrote to the CoGG planning department raising 
concerns about the proximity to the Barwon River of a 
proposed motorcycle track. 


e Guy Dutson prepared a paper for submission to the 
Victoria Government’s study team looking at the 
Distinctive Area and Landscape with comments on issues 
around its implementation within the Bellarine. 


e We supported a Barwon Water proposal for a new park 
to be established along the river where the current 
disused Aqueduct is sited. 


¢ We made a submission to CoGG on a building 
proposal in the Mount Duneed area that would have a 
determinant impact on remnant native grasslands. 


e We highlighted and stressed the importance of a bio- 
link between the Inverleigh Reserve and Barwon River. 


Hands-on conservation activities continued, with Rob 
Beardsley organising the May and August Boneseed 
pulling days in the You Yangs and Bela Bard-Brucker the 
Clean Up Australia Day event at Jerringot. 


After 3 years as chair of the Conservation Subcommittee, 
Rod Lowther is standing down and we thank him for his 
contribution, Barry Lingham will hold this role until the 
end of 2020, with John Newman as Secretary. 


Publications, Records and Communications 


The Geelong Naturalist (GN) team attended training in 
the use of the Publisher software in January 2020 and 
have updated the GN template, allowing much faster and 
easier production of the GN. With the end of an era, as 
Valda Dedman steps down from producing her monthly 
‘Out and about’ articles, we are hoping for other members 
to ‘come out of the woodwork’ and write articles or 
shorter contributions for the GN. 


Interest in the Geelong Bird Report 2013—2016 (GBR) 
has continued to increase since its publication in 2019. 
All 80 printed copies are now spoken for and it’s freely 
available online. Editor, Craig Morley, and colleagues, 
particularly Richard Alcorn, are working on even more 
exciting possibilities for the future editions. 


The general brochure and the Jerringot brochure had a 
face lift in early 2020 in preparation for the Nature Forum. 
We have also made progress in making our publications 
accessible online, with the GN now being sent digitally to 
the National Library eDeposit system and many recent 
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Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard, Highton, 8/3/20 


editions available on Trove. Editions of the GBR from 
2009 onwards are now available for downloading from 
our website. 


We have worked on ensuring that our fauna and flora 
records are flowing either directly to Atlas of Living 
Australia (ALA), or indirectly via eBird and iNaturalist. 
Fauna reports are still being sent to the DELWP’s 
Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (VBA) as part of the 
requirements of our fauna survey licence and all Geelong 
region eBird data for 2013-2016 have been incorporated 
into the VBA. 


We're moving to new responsibility for maintaining the 
club’s website, to relieve Dean Hewish who was 
instrumental in setting up the current site. 


The club’s social media presence continues to grow. The 
GFNC Facebook Page, used to promote club events, 
now has over 1000 followers and the member-only 
Facebook Group continues to be a way for members to 
informally share their sightings and great photos. 


2020 Will be Different 


Due to the COVID-19 emergency we have no way of 
predicting how 2020 will turn out nor when we can restart 
our normal activities. Last year we set a target of having 
300 members by the end of 2020; that is now unlikely. 


The Nature Forum has been postponed. We are not 
currently running any club events and the Committee will 
review the situation each month. We plan to keep 
producing the Geelong Naturalist, but may not be able to 
print it. We will continue to learn how to make full use of 
the many online ways to maintain links with members and 
the wider community, for example via the GFNC web site, 
Facebook and Zoom. We realise that some members are 
not connected by email or internet, and we'll work on 
keeping them involved. 


At this stage we don’t know when, or how, we might hold 
our 2020 AGM. Until then we will continue with the 
current Committee and club position holders and co-opt 
others to assist as needed. If anyone is interested in 
joining the committee or assisting in other ways, then 
we'd love your help! 





Photo: Graham Possingham 
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Treasurer’s Report 2019 


Summary 


The 2019 financial year had a small surplus, after last 
year’s large surplus, although we’d budgeted for a deficit 
of $6000. Income from subscriptions ($9330) continues 
to cover the routine expenses of the Geelong Naturalist, 
insurance, room hire, library purchases etc. Donations, 
grants, cash reserves or fundraising fund new or updated 
assets and environmental activities. 


Income 


Membership income™* for 2019 came from 57 joint 
memberships ,140 individual memberships, and 5 
corporate/library memberships. Fees were held the same 
as in 2018 (and remain the same for 2020) and the total 
income was up nearly 10 per cent after a 5 per cent rise 
last year. 


We received $1495 in donations, including $355 that was 
directed into the tax-deductible Environment Fund. Bank 
interest was up to $589, as the term deposit paid out in 
May 2019. 


Two notable sums were a $5750 grant from the 
Corangamite Catchment Authority towards aerial survey 
work of Reedy Lake, which will not be spent until 2020 
and possibly into 2021, and $5108 from sales of printed 
copies of the Geelong Bird Report 2013-2016. 


Expenditure 


Costs for the Geelong Naturalist ($2528) fell by over 10 
per cent, despite higher membership, as members 
continue to opt for electronic distribution. Other ongoing 
necessary expenses were similar to 2018, with the main 
items being Insurance and Incorporation fees ($1160), 
expenses for our various guest speakers ($464), general 
stationery & admin ($648) and meeting room hire ($556). 


The Geelong Bird Report costs of $9377 include printing, 
postage and desktop publishing costs. Overall, allowing 
for sales of printed copies and a grant from the City of 
Greater Geelong (in 2018), we made a small profit. A 
digital version of the report is freely available to all. We 
spent $2511 on the 2019 Nature Forum, partly covered 
by a grant of $1000 from the DELWP. 


We increased our Gordon Scholarship from $500 to 
$1000, funded by last year’s $15 000 Margery Rix 
Bequest. We also supported several other 
environmental organisations with donations of $100 each 
to Environmental Justice Victoria, BirdLife Australia, and 
the Victorian National Parks Association. We also 
supported eBird with $291 ($US200). Half of this was a 
delayed payment from 2018. 
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Graham Possingham, Honorary Treasurer 


We spent $573 on memberships with other organisations 
including the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria, Friends of 
Geelong Botanic Gardens (a condition of our meeting 
room hire), the Australian Conservation Foundation, the 
Victorian Environmental Friends Network, the Geelong 
Environment Council, the South East Australian 
Naturalists' Association, and Geelong Sustainability. 
Some of these are reciprocal arrangements. 


The only significant capital expenditure was $888 for a 
second laptop computer to ease processing of pictures 
from the camera traps used in fauna surveys. 


Net Assets 


Cash/investment balance, including the Environment 
Fund, is $52 369. This includes our $25 000 Term 
Deposit that was rolled over, with interest, for another 
year. This is higher than end 2018, mainly because it 
includes a $5760 grant from the CCMA for a Reedy Lake 
survey that is due to be spent in 2020. It is likely, though, 
that the balance will remain high into next year, as this 
work may be delayed. We reviewed the carrying value of 
our physical assets to include recent acquisitions and an 
allowance for depreciation. Total assets are higher by 
approximately $1400 at $82 822. 


Other Matters 


We rolled over our $25 000 Term Deposit for another 
year. Membership payments are now almost 70 per cent 
by direct transfer, the remainder being split evenly 
between cash and cheque. We have considered offering 
a credit card or Pay-Pal based payment option, but it 
adds costs for either the club or members and direct 
transfers are becoming increasingly convenient. We write 
very few cheques these days. Almost all payments are 
via direct transfer, BPay, or our debit card. 


The Camp and Excursion fees are essentially receipts 
and costs for the King Island excursion that ‘passed 
through’ the club account. The 2018/2019 total for this 
activity was balanced. 


*Membership income numbers do not match exactly to 
the actual membership as some members pay early or 
take up membership late in the year. 


GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 
Registration No A0013708R 
CBA Cheque Account Number 063 525 10034365 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 
FOR FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2019 


01/01/18 - 31/12/18 


$ 

Cash book balance brought forward 

RECEIPTS 

Subscriptions from members 
Ordinary $ 5,480.00 
Joint/Family $ 2,580.00 
Organisation Libraries $ 100.00 
Corporate $ 300.00 
Junior/FT Student $ 60.00 
Part-time Student $ 20.00 

Total 


Proceeds from fund raising 
Donations 

Government grants (CoGG)/other grants 
Field surveys 

Sale of items at cost 

Bird Report sales & prepaid postage 
Geelong Bird Checklist 

Excursion & camp receipts 

Special Projects 

sundries 

Transfer from CBA Savings 

Total 


Less PAYMENTS 

Printing of Geelong Naturalist 
Posting Geelong Naturalist 

Geelong Bird Report - print & post 
Stationery, printing - general 
Subscriptions/memberships 
Insurance premiums + Incorporation fees 
Meeting Room hire 

Guest speaker travelling expenses 
Library purchases 

Items for resale (at cost) 

Exhibition & Displays 

Travelling expenses (field surveys) 
Purchase of equipment 

Repairs & maintenance of equipment 
Donations / Grants 

Excursion & camp fees 

Special projects (including Gordon Scholarship) 
Bank charges 

Sundries 

Transfer to CBA savings 


Total 


Cash book balance at end of year 


CBA bank balance at end of year 


$ 


$ 8,540.00 


$ z 
$16,730.44 
$ 5,500.00 
$ 937.20 
$ 350.00 
$ 25.00 
$ ` 
$ 1,875.00 
$ 3 
$ z 
$ 


1,762.10 
1,113.50 
512.54 
596.00 
1,203.12 
540.00 
1,427.15 
358.96 
553.05 
60.85 
1,776.06 
1,166.00 
319.95 
500.00 
1,735.00 
547.50 
46.22 
15,000.00 
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$ 6,634.24 


1894.6 


$33,957.64 


$29,218.00 


$ 6,634.24 


01/01/19 - 31/12/19 


$ 


$ 5,440.00 
$ 3,420.00 
$ 100.00 
$ 300.00 
$ 10.00 
$ 60.00 


$ 


a 


9,330.00 


1,140.00 
1,500.00 
8,260.00 

303.00 
5,108.00 


10,140.00 


65.40 


T 0D Q DN HHH oH & 


1,467.80 
1,060.55 
9,377.74 
647.69 
973.00 
1,160.02 
556.00 
463.60 
182.97 
288.20 
335.72 
1,283.18 
425.48 
591.41 
$10,265.00 
$ 4,126.70 
$ 7 
$ 1,002.62 
$ á 
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$ 8,672.96 


6634.24 


$ 35,846.40 


$ 33,807.68 


$ 8,672.96 





Geelong Naturalist April 2020 5 


GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 
Registration No A0013708R 


CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF INCOME, EXPENDITURE & ASSETS 
FOR FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2019 


01/01/18 - 31/12/18 


01/01/19 - 31/12/19 


$ $ 
INCOME Notes 
Subscriptions from members $ 8,540.00 $ 9,330.00 
Proceeds from fund raising $ - $ - 
Donations $ 16,730.44 $ 1,140.00 
Donations to Environment Fund $ 3,170.00 $ 355.00 
Grants incl. for field surveys $ 6,437.20 $ 9,760.00 1 
Bank interest $ 120.82 $ 588.75 2 
Sale of books, pens, clothes $ 350.00 $ 303.00 
Sales of Gee/ong Bird Report $ 25.00 $ 5,108.00 
Sales of Bird Checklist $ - $ - 
Camp & Excursion fees received $ 1,875.00 $10,140.00 3 
Sundries $ - $ 65.40 
Total Income $ 37,248.46 $ 36,790.15 

EXPENDITURE 
Meeting Room Hire $ 540.00 $ 556.00 
Guest speaker travel expenses/gifts $ 1,427.15 $ 463.60 
Stationery & printing - general $ 512.54 $ 647.69 
Insurance premiums & incorporation fees $ 1,203.12 $ 1,160.02 
Geelong Naturalist - print & post $ 2,875.60 $ 2,528.35 
Geelong Bird Report $ - $ 9,377.74 
Gordon Scholarship $ 500.00 $ 1,000.00 
Subscriptions & memberships $ 596.00 $ 573.00 
Donations $ 500.00 $ 591.41 
Equipment - purchase, repair & maintenance $ 1,485.95 $ 1,708.66 4 
Field surveys - expenses $ 1,776.06 $ 3352 
Library purchases $ 358.96 $ 182.97 
Camp & Excursion payments $ 1,735.00 $ 10,265.00 3 
Exhibition & Displays $ 60.85 $ > 
Special projects $ 47.50 $ 3,126.70 5 
Environmental Fund Grants $ 1,735.00 $ - 
Sundries $ 46.22 $ 1,002.62 6 
Items for resale $ 553.05 $ 288.20 

Total Expenditure $ 15,953.00 $ 33,807.68 
SURPLUS $ 21,295.46 $ 2,982.47 


Notes 1 Includes $5760 from CCMA for Reedy Lake to be spent in 2020 
2 Includes $550 from Term Deposit 

3 King island. Balanced over 2018/19 

4 Includes $888 for Fauna Group Laptop 

5 Includes $2511 for Nature Forum 2019 

6 Includes $850 for MS Publisher training (delivered in Jan 2020) 
7 Based on asset register 


8 Estimate 
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ASSETS 

Cash balance in CBA Cheque A/c at end of year 
Balance in CBA Savings account 

Term Deposit at CBA 

Equipment 

Library stock 

Shares in Timboon Bushland Coop 

Items for sale 

Environment Fund 


Total Assets 


LIABILITIES 

Unpresented cheques 
Total Liabilities 

NETT ASSETS 


31/12/2018 31/12/2019 
$ 6,634.24 $ 8,672.96 
$ 15,391.44 $ 15,430.19 
$ 25,000.00 $ 25,550.00 
$ 13,802.72 $ 12,500.18 7 
$ 17,019.67 $ 17,202.64 
$ 250.00 $ 250.00 
$ 964.25 $ 500.00 8 
$ 2,361.00 $ 2,716.00 
$ 81,423.32 $ 82,821.97 
$ > $ = 
$ - $ . 
$ 81,423.32 $ 82,821.97 


These statements are available at the Annual General Meeting or by request from the Treasurer. 


Jerringot Wetlands Clean Up Australia Day 
1 March 2020 


t was a cool pleasant day when six Club members, four 
members of the public and five Golf Club members 
turned up to begin the annual clean up around Jerringot. 


We got underway quickly and 20 large bags of rubbish 
were collected, together with larger miscellaneous items 
such as a microwave oven, shopping trolley and large 
signs. This is slightly more than other years. 


It was interesting to note the amount of rubbish below 
Settlement Road. John Newman had already noted this 
and came prepared with his trailer which was very useful. 





Some of the clean up team at Jerringot. 


Bela Bard-Brucker 


With plenty of water in the wetland, it was difficult to 
retrieve some rubbish which had blown into the water. 
We must remember a couple of long handled rakes next 
year. The Council will be contacted to clear around the 
drainage outlet with some large equipment. 


Luckily there were no encounters with the Tiger Snakes 
which have been seen in recent months. 


A big thankyou to our members and visitors who 
participated and to the Golf Club members who assisted 
on the day. Without their input the other participants 
would have had to labour for a lot longer. 
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March bird observations—some highlights 


Te say that the writing of this edition of the monthly bird 
summary is occurring in unusual times would be a 
great understatement. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
changed all of our lives for the time being. It is comforting 
to consider though that the birds around us, like all of 
nature, are going about their daily business without any 
consideration of our own personal turmoil. The planet 
comprises many more beings than just us and great 
comfort and joy can be found in continuing to look at what 
is around us 

The submitted records, both on the GFNC web-site and 
directly to eBird, once more are an astounding list in 
quantity and diversity covering many aspects of the 
avifauna of the Geelong region. Here a few highlights 
show-cased for your enjoyment. 

The Geelong Botanic Gardens is a true showpiece of our 
botanical heritage and design, well used by locals and 
visitors alike. It has long been known by local birders to 
have an enviable list of bird species and even more so in 
autumn when migratory passerine species are moving 
from the cooler higher Otways hills. This year we have 
seen many records of Rufous Fantail, a much sought 
after bird in such an urban environment. Rose Robin, 
Satin Flycatcher and a silent Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
have also been observed in recent weeks, all exciting and 
stunning discoveries, at this peaceful and often over- 
looked botanical and ornithological gem just a kilometre or 
so from the centre of our major provincial City. The record 
of the Shining Bronze-Cuckoo is noteworthy in its own 
right for it is the first record of the species at this location 
since November 2001. The species was once a brood 
parasite of the Yellow-rumped Thornbill which was once 
numerous and widespread in the urban parkland but, over 
the last decade of the Twentieth Century, reduced in 
numbers and distribution. This subsequently led to a 
major decline in the visits of the Bronze-Cuckoo. 

We have been privileged to have a running commentary 
on the arrival and behaviour of a phenomenal number of 
Magpie Geese in Balliang East through March. With 
numbers peaking at 6400, a keen and diligent observer 
has been documenting compelling details about arrival 
times and flight directions to add great substance to these 
records of unprecedented numbers. It certainly raises 
very important questions around where they are coming 
from and where they are going, both in the short term, on 
a daily basis and the longer term. It will be fascinating to 
continue following this story. 

Late summer and autumn is always the prime time for 
seeing White-throated Needletails and numerous 


John Newman & Craig Morley 


records of flocks of more than 100 birds have been 
reported wheeling around in the warm winds from the 
Bellarine Peninsula, the Surf Coast and the Otway 
Ranges. 

A relatively new arrival on the Geelong birding scene is 
the White-headed Pigeon a large attractive bird that until 
recently only made it into eastern Gippsland. The past 
several years have seen an occasional bird arrive in 
coastal gardens. It certainly would be a great treat to have 
one of these pigeons turn up at a garden bird-bath. 
Writing of the unexpected, in recent weeks we have 
records of White-faced Storm-Petrels turning up 
exhausted in unusual places and a young Peregrine 
Falcon capturing a Little Pied Cormorant provided a 
stunning sight for some enthralled observers in the 
Brisbane Ranges. 

The submission of numerous Stubble Quail records, 
including a rare breeding record, to the north of Geelong, 
have been pleasing and add more insights into our local 
population over summer and autumn. And the discovery, 
by one intrepid observer, of 15 Australasian Bitterns at 
Reedy Lake is astounding and wonderful and the 
continuing records of Australian Little Bitterns, at 
Hospital Swamp, are also significant! 

Olive Whistlers and Beautiful Firetails are scarce 
residents of the wetter forests and several records from 
the Otway Ranges and Anglesea Heath were a treat. Two 
Great Knots seen at the restricted access Sand Island 
were noteworthy as records in the past few years are few 
and far between in keeping with the great crash in the 
population of this long distance migratory wader. 

Once more we thank all the keen and diligent observers 
who record and submit their sightings. 


Alison Watson, Barry Lingham, Brad Ferrier, Brandon 
Revell, Chris White, Chrissy Freestone, Colin Cannard, 
Craig Morley, David Tytherleigh, David Whelan, Deborah 
Evans, Geoff Gates, George Appleby, GFNC excursion, 
Graham Possingham, Guy Dutson, Janene Schillier, 
Janet Hisson, Jeff Dagg, Jennie Turner, Jennifer Carr, 
Jenny Possingham, John Newman, Karyn Brown, Kristin 
Cook, Margaret MacDonald, Peter Sullivan, Phil Watson, 
Richard Shelton, Richard Weatherly, Ruby Mather, 
Rustem Upton, Sam White, Sandra Lea-Wood, Stuart 
Quick, Tom Fletcher, Trevor Hodson, Troy Zanker, 
Wendy Cook. 





Magpie Geese, Balliang East, 7/3/20 
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Photo:David Tytherleigh 


Birdwatching in the time of COVID-19 


e live in extraordinary times and it set us thinking. 

When we are restricted to home, or very close by, 
in our street or estate, we might be a bit creative and 
enjoy some bird-watching, much closer to home than 
usual. 


Why not set yourself the goal of submitting a ten or 
twenty minute list from your garden each day or every 
second day or at least once a week. Lists of the birds in 
and over our gardens and yards can be submitted to 
eBird Australia—it all adds to the picture of the bird life 
across our region. In coming weeks Yellow-faced and 
White-naped Honeyeaters will move across various parts 
of our region and we have a wonderful opportunity to 
document this movement day by day across our region. 


And simply have some fun by taking more time to slow 
down and enjoy the nature in your local environment, you 
never know what you might be fortunate enough to 





Birds seen by members at home and in the backyard in March. 
Australian Hobby (left), 24/3/20, New Holland Honeyeater (top), 
26/3/20 and a Collared Sparrowhawk with prey (right), 29/3/20. 


Photos by Geoff Gates (left and top) and David Tytherleigh (right), 


Craig Morley, John Newman, David Tytherleigh 


observe: 


Wedge-tailed Eagles https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/ 
S66383168 


Black Kites https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/ 
$64919955 


a Peregrine Falcon hittps://ebird.org/australia/checklist/ 
S66145043 


Gull-billed Terns https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/ 
$39235589 

Eastern Spinebills https://ebird.org/checklist/S56608947 
or a flock of Silvereyes flocking and moving as the days 
shorten and get cooler https://ebird.org/australia/ 
checklist/S65923984 


If you would like some assistance in getting started with 
eBird please contact Craig on 
craigmorley5@bi 


ond.com 
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Excursion report—‘Frogwood’ Deans Marsh and Bambra Wetlands 
15 March 2020 


Leaders: James Maund (‘Frogwood’), John Newman and Rustem 
Upton (GFNC) 


t was with much anticipation that nine members of 

GFNC met at Deans Marsh to have a tour of the 
inspirational Frogwood Arboretum. Light drizzle lifted soon 
after site owner and designer James Maund met us and 
explained the story and philosophy of his property. 


In 2007 James began creating the Frogwood Arboretum 
on 100 acres (40 ha) of land in the foothills of the Otway 
ranges. The site was carefully chosen to accommodate 
the widest array of trees he could manage. The focus of 
the Arboretum is to plant great tree species of the world in 
groves of the same species. All two hundred tree species 
that are planted at the Arboretum are original species i.e. 
not cultivars. It has been designed for the centuries to 
come. 


One of the main components of the Arboretum is 
approximately 1 km of creek that runs through the 
property. The creek is a relatively new addition to the 
landscape having come into existence through erosion 
when the original marsh was drained to create agricultural 
land. The creek, which is now approximately 10 m deep 
and 40 m wide, was essentially an eroded drain full of 
weeds and exotic pests when James purchased the land 
for the Arboretum. It is hard to believe that this creek 
began life as a single plough line years ago through the 
soft silty marsh such was the power of erosion. 


The process of helping rehabilitate the creek running 
Ea? the Arboretum led James to consider how his 


John Newman 


previous architectural experience could be used to 
rehabilitate Australian waterways in general. James is 
currently writing an online ‘Contemporary best practice 
guide’ for creek rehabilitation in Australia. Walking the full 
kilometre of the cool creek revealed abundant birdlife 
around still pools with healthy grasses, sedges and 
riparian species which are already recovering. 


The excited group walked for some three hours through 
the beautifully designed arboretum examining many of the 
carefully chosen species and stone design features. The 
oldest trees are now 12 years old and the concept of 
groves and miniature forests is apparent. Oaks and Yew, 
Rowan trees and Monkey Puzzle trees, Tupelo and 
Chestnuts were all discussed. Across the creek the tallest 
trees in the world will compete in their own miniature 
forests. Australian species are well represented. 


It will be a delight to revisit the site in years to come to 
witness the continued growth and evolution of James’s 
design. More information can be found at 


www.frogwood.com.au. 


Frogwood eBird list https://ebird.org/checklist/S65809168 


The group then moved on to the Bambra Wetlands a few 
km closer to home where a healthy discussion was 
enjoyed and the landcare-backed rehabilitation of this old 
water storage remnant is also thriving. Bambra eBird list 


https://ebird.org/checklist/S65811536 
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Enjoying a break at Frogwood 


Photo: Rustem Upton 





Spring and henge Photo: Frogwood website 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are tax- 
deductible. 





Contributors wanted (and now needed!) 


Deborah Evans for the Geelong Naturalist team 


VW ith Valda Dedman retiring from her role in preparing 
‘Out and about’ articles, and COVID-19 forcing us 
to cancel the club activities we normally write up for the 
Geelong Naturalist, we need members to step up to help 
keep the GN lively and informative for us all. What can 
you do to help? 


You can help by contributing content to the GN. You don't 
have to produce research grade articles, nor even very 
long ones—shorter observation pieces would be very 
welcome. However, if while you are stuck at home you’ve 
been following up internet leads and your own reference 
books on some natural history topic that has always 
piqued your interest, consider whether it would be 
interesting to other club members and worth turning into 
an article. 


And if you have had the time to observe what’s in and 
around your own garden in more detail, or been able to 
get out into the bush safely and have seen some 
particularly interesting species or behaviour, then they 
may also pique the interest of other members and give 
them some ideas on what they can be actively observing 
during our lockdown. 


Some guidelines: 


e Items about our local area and surrounds would 
normally be of most interest to others club members but 
while this is preferred, it’s not a hard and fast rule. 


¢ It's probably a good time to start recording observations 


systematically if you have not already been doing so. This 
is good practice for us all as citizen scientists and will 
make your observations so much more useful for the 
future. Date, time of day, species, observed behaviour 
can all be valuable information. 


e If you can, take a photograph. (Yes | know those little 
flitting insects are fiendish; | fail more often than | 
succeed, but | keep trying.) This will not only help us 
keep the GN lively but can also be used for an iNaturalist 
post. Good practice ready for our April Bioblitz. 


e If you want to write a longer piece and have not 
prepared technical articles before, please remember that 
all the information you refer to from other sources must 
be properly acknowledged, and any statements or 
comments that you quote from other people must be 
accurately quoted or re-written in your own words. 

We have ‘Contributor guidelines’ available to get you 
started, so email one of the editors for these. 


So, get out there observing, follow up some of those ‘I 
really must find out more about...’ topics, and help us fill 
the Geelong Naturalist with fascinating items. 
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March fauna report 


ndoubtedly the most unusual sighting this month was 

the discovery of a road-killed female Common 
Wombat about 300 m north-east of the Winki-Pop 
carpark at Bells Beach on 2 March. How it came to be 
there is a mystery (GSt per TP). 


The value in walking the bush tracks at night is obvious, 
too, from a number of ‘spotlight’ records this month. 


Platypus: On 21 March, at least four were seen 
swimming in the Gellibrand River; two emerged from the 
river-bank near the bridge—there had been a lot of water 
movement suggesting some interaction between the two 
(CFr,GA). 


Short-beaked Echidna: One noisily exploring dense 
undergrowth in the forest off Coalmine Road, Bambra, on 
15 March (JN,JDg). 


Agile Antechinus: A single animal was seen sitting on a 
log in Anakie Gorge at around 3.45 p.m. on 15 March; it 
was watched through binoculars for 15 seconds before it 
moved away (GP). 


Common Wombat: While walking up Saltwater Road in 
the Wombat State Forest, found a recently killed wombat 
beside the road—very distressing; it looked like a male 
(RAu,Bl) 


Koala: One spotted high in a blue gum beside Saltwater 
Road in the Wombat S.F. (RAu,Bl); one active individual 
seen climbing around in a Mountain Ask off Sayer’s Track 
near Beech Forest on 22 March (CFr,GA). 


Common Brushtail Possum: Seven seen at night at the 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve on 26 March (GD). 


Yellow-bellied Glider: A total of seven were noted at 
night on 21 March; at least three were heard calling from 
Dandos Campground, near Gellibrand in the Otway 
Ranges, and others were seen while spot-lighting along 
Lardner’s Track several km from the campground 
between 9-10 p.m. (CFr,GA). 


Common Ringtail Possum: During a 5 km, 1.5 hr 
spotlight walk in the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve on 26 
March, 35 ringtail possums were seen along with seven 
brushtail possums, 12 Swamp Wallabies, one Black Rat 
and one Red Fox (GD). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: 18 seen in farmland off 
Brisbane Road, Balliang on 1 March; there was a mix of 
adult males and females, and younger ones in the mob 
(BFr). 


Red-necked Wallaby: Two small wallabies with 
distinctive rufous colouring on the back of the neck were 
seen on the side of the road into Lake Elizabeth at 7.30 
a.m. on 7 March (JN). 


Swamp Wallaby: One seen on the side of the road near 
Lake Elizabeth on 7 March (JN), and 12 were seen at 
night in the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve on 26 March 
(GD). One small individual was seen asleep in one of the 
old quarries down Quarry Lane in the Brisbane Ranges 
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Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 
(RAu,BI). 


White-striped Freetail Bat: At least two were heard 
calling over Lardner’s Track in the Otway Ranges at night 
on 22 March (CFr,GA). 


Eastern False Pipistrelle: Two females caught at Little 
River Ripley Reserve on 27 March (TP). 


Little Forest Bat: One male caught at Yaugher on 22 
March (TP). 


Black Rat: One seen at night at the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve on 26 March (GD). 


Red Fox: One seen walking across the cleared track 
beneath powerlines in the Bannockburn Reserve, a little 
nearer to Harvey Road than Old Base Road in the late 
afternoon on 22 February (HSc,LBr). One was seen at 
night in the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve on 26 March 
(GD). 


Brown Hare: one seen at the Bannockburn Reserve near 
Harvey Road on 22 February (HSc,LBr) 


Dolphin species: A pod of at least eight was seen some 
distance offshore from Blue Rocks near a couple of rafts 
of Little Penguins on 18 March; they seemed to be 
‘working’ the area; some were seen breaching out of the 
water (CFr,GA). 


Among the herpetofauna records are a number of very 
interesting records. 


Eastern Banjo Frog: One heard calling from the edge of 
the Water Point pond off Old Base Road on 29 February, 
close to masses of recently-laid frog-spawn beneath a 
wattle tree overhanging the water surface (HSc,LBr). 


Eastern Smooth Frog: At least 12 calling from the creek 
approach and the eastern end of Lake Elizabeth on 3 
March (JN). 


Eastern Dwarf Tree Frog (Litoria fallax): At Baensch’s 
Lane, Hospital Swamp, hundreds of the species, as well 
as some Brown Tree Frogs, were noted in the sedges, 
lignum and other dense vegetation on 4 March. (This is a 
‘new’ species for the region!) (GD) 


Marbled Gecko: One was found in the ‘usual’ place in a 
pile of bricks at Balliang on 12 March (BFr). 


Eastern Three-lined Skink: A small individual was found 
at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve on 7 March (BL). 


Eastern Large Striped Skink (Robust Ctenotus): One 
seen near the old piggery site at the Floating Islands 
Reserve on 25 February (BL,GD). 


Cunningham Skink: One basking on rocks at Buckley 
Falls at 6.20 p.m. on 26 March (CFr). 


Southern Water Skink: 15 noted among rocks beside 
Lake Corangamite at Nalangil on 25 February (GD,BL). 


Bougainville’s Skink: One beside Lake Corangamite at 
Nalangil on 25 February (GD,BL). 


White’s Skink: One photographed on a log, two others 
seen, at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve on 7 March 
(BL). One seen in weedy, basalt grassy woodland at 
Connewarre on 26 March (GD). 


Trunk-climbing Cool-skink (Spencer’s Skink): Five 
seen on the trunks of dead, and one living tree, at 
Peter’s Hill, Bambra on 23 February (CFr,GA). 


Southern Grass Skink: One on the basalt wall beside 
the piggery at the Floating Islands Reserve on 25 
February (BL,GD). 


Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard: A resident in the garden 
in Highton seen on most sunny days in Summer; on 26 
March, one seen in the front garden (have not seen it for 
a month), then the commonly seen one in the back 
garden a minute later—so cannot be the one individual 
(GP,JPo), (See photo on page 3). 


Jacky Lizard: One on Surf Coast Walk, Southside 
Beach, on 23 March, basking on the track; it scuttled off 
to cover when | approached (GGt). 


Eastern Brown Snake: Two under one tile, young 
individuals with the traced of juvenile markings and about 
50 cm long, at Little River Ripley Reserve on 8 March 
(TP). 


Tiger Snake: A robust specimen road-kill on Cape 
Otway Road near the Birregurra turnoff on 3 March (TP). 
On 22 March, one found road-killed on the Beech Forest- 
Mt Sabine Road in the Otway Ranges (CFr,GA). 


Recorders: BFr, Brad Ferrier; Bl, Bridget Inder; BL, Barry 
Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; GA, George Appleby; 
GD, Guy Dutson; GGt, Geoff Gates; GSt, Graeme 
Stockton; GP, Graham Possingham, HSc, Helen 
Schofield; JDg, Jeff Dagg; JN, John Newman; JPo, 
Jenny Possingham; LBr, Lance Breguet; RAu, Ross 
Auchettl; TP, Trevor Pescott. 


Membership renewals for 2020 


H| opefully everybody has now received their 
personalised membership renewal email or a letter 
for those not on email. If you haven't received a 
communication of either sort, please email the Secretary 
at info@gfnc.org.au or ring the Membership Officer on 
5243 8687 or 0424 292 447. 


After a flurry of payments in the first week after we sent 
the emails, things have gone a bit quiet, so please check 
your details in your email and send your renewal fee. 


The committee has set new dates to match our January 
to December financial year. The final cut-off for renewals 
is now end of May, and new subscribers who join from 1 
September will be entitled to carry their membership over 
for the following year. 





Caper White Butterfly, Ironbark Basin, 
21/3/20 


Deborah Evans, Membership Officer 


If you do decide not to renew your membership, please 
email or ring and let us know the reason, and remember 
not to use the ‘unsubscribe’ function at the end of the 
email (unless you really don’t want to hear from the club 
again) as it can be hard to get you back on the Mailchimp 
list and we can’t do it for you. 


| hope you’re all staying safe and well, perhaps catching 
up on some reading/re-reading of Geelong Naturalists or 
Geelong Bird Reports! 


You can find recent Geelong Naturalists online at http:// 
bit.ly/Geelong_ Naturalist, and the Geelong Bird Reports 
are also now available on our webpage, at https:// 


www.gfnc.org.au/about-us/publications 





Photo: Graham Possingham 
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Fauna survey report—Peter’s Hill, Bambra 
5—8 March 2020 


Introduction 


Peter’s Hill, at an elevation of 389 m, is the highest point 
in this eastern section of the Otway Ranges and is the 
ideal site for the fire-tower. 

The Bambra-Airey’s Inlet Road, beside which the fire- 
tower is situated, runs along the ridge that separates the 
streams that drain north-east to the Anglesea River or 
north-west to the Barwon River, from those that flow south 
-east to Painkalac Creek or south-west to Retreat Creek 
and the Barwon River. 

We have carried out several fauna surveys here in the 
past, so the results this time will add to our understanding 
of this area. 

The main activities were carried out in the forest on the 
opposite side of the Bambra-Airey’s Inlet Road to the fire- 
tower, in the Great Otway National Park. It is a typical wet 
sclerophyll forest area, with a canopy of Blue Gum 
(Eucalyptus globulus subsp. bicostata) and Messmate 
Stringybark (E. obliqua) with some peppermint (probably 
E. radiata). 

There is little mid-storey shrub layer, but a dense ground 
cover of a range of ferns including Rough Tree-fern, 
Austral Bracken, Maiden-hair Fern and Mother 
Spleenwort, Forest Wire-grass and other plants. 


Method 


We carried out a three-night Elliott-trapping survey, placed 
two harp traps adjacent to the tree line on the south side 
of the main road for two nights and one trap for one night 
near the fire tower, listed any fauna seen, and included 
the observations made on an earlier weekend by other 
observers. 


Elliott traps 
We set 30 small Elliott traps in three lines each with 10, 


running straight in from the road. The lines were about 
100 m apart, the traps were at about 10 m intervals and 
numbered consecutively. 

Results 

06/03/20: E26 — Agile Antechinus A. agilis, male wt 32 g 
07/03/20: E 3 — Agile Antechinus male wt 21 g 

E19 — Agile Antechinus male wt 23 g 

E 1 — Dusky Antechinus A. swainsonii, female 
wt 47g 

E 23 — Agile Antechinus male wt 25 g 

E 25 — Agile Antechinus male wt 30 g 


08/03/20: 


Harp traps 
One harp was set behind the fire-tower on 07/03/20 but 


failed to catch any bats or even insects. The night was 


White-throated Needletail* White-throated Treecreeper 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


cold and windy. 

However, on 10/03/20 two harps were set at the edge of 

the forest on the south side of the road. 

Results 

11/03/20 — Southern Forest Bat Vespadelus regulus, one 

male and one female, were caught. 

12/03/20 — No bats; however, several beetles were caught 
suggesting the night was warm and calm. 


Incidental observations 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo — one road-killed on 08/03/20. 
Microbats — five seen flying low near Peter’s Hill at dusk 
on 23/02/20. 

Trunk-climbing Cool-skink (Spencer’s Skink) — five seen 
on 23/02/20, most on the trunks of dead trees, but one on 
a living tree. 

Southern Smooth Frog — heard calling. 


Various invertebrates included: 

Marbled Xenica Geitoneura klugii 

Shouldered Brown Butterfly Heteronympha Penelope 
Common Grass-blue Butterfly Z/zina otis labradus 
Cabbage White Butterfly Pieris rapae 

Plantain Moth Scopula rubraria 

Vicissata Moth Chrysolarentia vicissata 

Bark Cockroach Laxta granicollis 

Stick Insect, possibly Margin-winged Stick Insect 
Ctenomorpha chronus 

longicorn beetle (in harp trap), Family Cerambycidae 
click beetle (2 in harp trap), Family Elateridae 

shield bug (in harp trap) 


Birds 
While no formal list of birds was made, please see table 
below for those seen. 


Thanks 

To Parks Victoria for allowing us access to the Great 
Otway National Park. 

Chrissy and George provided details of their visit on a 
previous weekend. 

Barry, Brett, Lothar, Michael, Angela and Grace assisted 
in setting, checking and collecting the Elliott traps. 


Next fauna survey 

In accordance with club policy in relation to the COVID-19 
pandemic, there will be no further fauna surveys until it is 
safe to do so. 


Laughing Kookaburra Australian Magpie 


Wedge-tailed Eagle Superb Fairywren* 


Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Pied Currawong 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Grey Fantail 





Crimson Rosella Raven sp. *seen previous weekend 
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March butterfly report 


Valda Dedman 

he migratory Caper Whites are not normally around in Browns were observed at the end of February. The 

late March. They may return northwards as early as females should hang around another month. 
November, but this year singles have been seen in the 
city and suburbs and further afield. Varied Sword-grass Observers: 
Browns are usually observed in the Otways, not in AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie 
Highton. Cabbage Whites, which appeared to be scarce Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DE, Deborah Evans; 
this season are now frequently seen. DTy, David Tytherleigh; GA, George Appleby; GP, 


Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; JMo, Jane 
Barred Skippers have been seen from Yaugher to Ocean Morrow; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; LBr, 


Grove and in between. Wendy Cook was lucky to see a Lance Breguet; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn 
pair of Green Grass-darts mating as she walked along a Hewish; PWa, Phil Watson; RLw, Rod Lowther; RUp, 
Whinray Road at Meredith. The last male Common Rustem Upton; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott: 


WCo, Wendy Cook. 


Splendid Ochre 26/2/20 1 photographed in the garden TP 
Barred Skipper 26/2/20 1 observed in the garden TP 


27/2/20 | Fyansford 1 found sitting still on leaves of tree on Fyansford | JN 
Common 4.00 p.m. 


7/3/20 | Ocean Grove Nature 1 
Reserve 


15/3/20 | Winchelsea South 1 photographed on sandy track 

Bright Shield- 7/3/20 | Wensleydale At least 3 on Hammonds Rd verges, dull cloudy 

skipper sky with occasional brief sun. Photographed 

Green Grass-dart | 29/2/20 | Highton 1 in garden midday 

fT UU 10/3/20 | Victoria Terrace Belmont 1 in garden in morning. Often seen there TP 
17/3/20 | Whinray Rd Meredith A pair of green grass darts mating. They were WCo 
flying together, then landed on a grass stalk 
27/3/20 | Woodlands Estate Ocean | 2 attracted to a white daisy bush TFI 
Grove 
Small Grass- 25/3/20 | Grey St Bacchus Marsh 1 flew in and landed on Callistemon flower 
yellow 


Caper White 13/3/20 | Moorabool and Myers 1 fluttering across street N-S around 5.15 p.m. DTy 
Street cnr, Geelong 


13/3/20 | Aberdeen St Geelong 1 fluttering over street N-S around 5 p.m. DTy 


14/3/20 | Pollocksford Reserve, 1 flying and landing on wattle repeatedly JN 
Stonehaven 


15/3/20 | Highton 1 flying across road 4 p.m. JN 


16/3/20 | Geelong West 1 investigating garden flowers and flying back and | JN 
forth across Aberdeen St in full sun 


n 18/3/20 | Star Ct Ocean Grove 1 female. In seemingly good condition R 


qe 


c o| owl 
c = z| 2|2Z2|2F/\2 
O O — O 


19/3/20 | McKellar Centre Nth 1 futtering around the garden to the rear of the DTy 
Geelong Inpatients building 
21/3/20 | Ironbark Basin 2 with about 100 Cabbage Whites 


t 
U 
2 


RLw 





S| 
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Caper White cont. | 30/3/20 


Verner St East 1 fluttered through the backyard before DTy 
Geelong disappearing into the neighbour's garden 
N 


31/3/20 | Marshall 1 flying in bright sunshine J 


Mt Moriac 


= 
Z 


Cabbage White 29/2/20 At least 500 over several km of Hendy Main Rd 


north of Princes Hwy—leafy crop in paddocks and 


weedy verges simply alive with them 


r 


7 several seen fluttering around, including some in 
pairs, on a warm day 





12/3/20 
21/3/20 
21/3/20 


Inverleigh FFR DE, LPh 


Bannockburn 30; there were also numerous Cabbage Whites DE, LPh 
Reserve along Masons Road 


4, 1 very tattered individual 


21/3/20 
30/3/20 
30/3/20 
6/3/20 


Ironbark Basin 30 on the open heath near the coast JPo, GP 


Bellbrae 1 AW 


Imperial Jezebel 


SpottedJezebel DTy 


Geelong Botanic 1 fluttering around the middle section of lawn near 
Garden the floral garden 


Ringed Xenica 15/3/20 N 


Winchelsea South 1 photographed on gravelly roadside 


Marbled Xenica 7/3/20 N 


Wensleydale At least 5 on Hammonds Rd verges 
Winchelsea South At least 5 on gravelly roadside 


i J 
J 
15/3/20 i JN 
17/3/20 | Harrison’s Track J 
Anglesea track 


Varied Sword- N 


grass Brown 


27/3/20 C 


AW 
Highton 1 on exotic bush feeding on flowers. Mild, sunny F 
day 
Shouldered Peter’s Hill Bambra 4 active in the mown grass around the foot of the | TP 
Brown fire tower 
Deans Marsh At least 2 photographed in canopy of eucalypt and | JN, RU, 
on long grass midday RLw 
o 


5/3/20 


15/3/20 


17/3/20 


Gum Flat Anglesea At least 2 photographed in canopy of eucalypt and | JN 
on long grass midday 


27/2/20 | Fyansford Common 15 scattered over the grass of the Common JN 


14/3/20 


Meadow Argus 






18/3/20 | Deakin University 
Waurn Ponds 


fly 


20/2/20 | Geelong Botanic 1 the butterfly was so worn, it's a wonder it could 
Gatdens 

Geelong Botanic 2 fresh looking butterflies feeding on everlasting 

Gardens daisy 


CFr 





Australian 
Painted Lady 


25/2/20 


8/3/20 


Victoria Terrace 1 feeding on the flowering Senecio in the garden 
Belmont 

Bannockburn bush 1 flying from Sugar Gum flowers in plantation area 
Victoria Terrace 1 in the garden in morning 

Belmont 


Highton 1 flying across driveway 2 p.m 


T 
Yellow Admiral 2/3/20 HSc, LBr 
T 


10/3/20 


11/3/20 
22/3/20 


JMo 
JPo 
JPo 
P 
P 
JMo 
JN 
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Yellow Admiral 27/3/20 1 flying across northern channel GA 
cont. 
28/3/30 | Verner St East 1 fluttered through the backyard DTy 
Geelong 
= 


31/3/20 | Highton 1 flitting through garden in bright sun 1 p.m. 


Common Brown | 25/2/20 | Geelong Botanic 2 both male and female butterflies still around 
Gardens 
7/3/20 | Inverleigh 15 along Leigh river upstream of highway. All JPo, GP 
female 


7/3/20 | Ocean Grove Nature | 37+ observed during a 2 hour walk of the Reserve 
Reserve (disturbed from grasses during late afternoon). All 
females 


fe 15/3/20 | Winchelsea South At least 10 females on grassy trackside JN 


17/3/20 | Victoria Terrace Two females in the garden TP 
Belmont 


Saltbush Blue 25/2/20 | Geelong Botanic 1 on pelargonium, rather than saltbush JPo 
Gardens 


fT 25/3/20 | Blue Waters Lake 1 


Common Grass- 14/3/20 | Ocean Grove 1 
blue 


21/3/20 | Bannockburn 
Reserve 


27/3/20 | Geelong West At least 10 along nature strips of local streets JN 
sunny and still 








Meadow Argus, Geelong Botanic Gardens, 28/3/20 Green Grass-dart, Geelong Botanic Gardens, 28/3/20 


Photos: Helen Schofield 
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March invertebrates report 


nother 350 observations were added to the GFNC 

Invertebrates Collection during March with the 
species count now at 519, an increase of 55 from the 
previous month. 


The top five species observed during the month in terms 
of number of observations were Common Brown (14), 
Common Grass Blue (10), Villa sp. Bee Fly (9), 
Wandering Percher (7) and Cabbage White Butterfly (6). 


Over the last couple of months, seven observers have 
photographed multiple times the attractive Bee Fly 
identified as a Villa species. Within iNaturalist, we have 
not yet identified the creature to species level but all the 
observations show the Bee Fly species to have similar 
abdomenal band marking. The seasonality chart for the 
genus shows the Bee Fly is most common over the 
January, February and March period, then sightings drop 
away dramatically over April with the Bee Fly not seen at 
all through winter months. 


The Bee Fly family (Bombyliidae) is a very large group of 
flies with hundreds of genera across multiple subfamilies 
and tribes. Individual species range in size from 5 to 17 
mm in length. All have a rounded head. All Bee Flies feed 
on nectar and pollen and are therefore very important 
pollinators. The Villa genus is part of the Banded Bee 


Rod Lowther 


Flies—subfamily Anthracinae. The Atlas of Living 
Australia lists 17 species within the Villa genus. The 
species that looks identical to club members’ observations 
in the configuration of the bands is Villa fuscicostata. This 
species was the first to be identified and classified in this 
genus in 1846 by Macquart. However, this assessment 
of likely species can only be indicative as information and 
photos are lacking for many of the other species listed in 
ALA. 


Members’ photos of the Villa sp. can be viewed using the 


following link: https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/ 
observationsplace_id=any&project_id=gfnc-invertebrates- 
collection&subview=qrid&taxon_id=133762&verifiable=an 
y 


The photo from Graham Possingham taken in late 
February shows clearly the abdomenal bands and 
demonstrates why this species is a good bee mimic. 





Banded Bee Fly, Villa sp. 


During the last three months, the collection has recorded 
many Ladybird observations. Fortunately, all have been 
identified to species level, with five species residing in our 
area. Analysis of all the records in the iNaturalist 
indicates that there are a further five species we are yet to 
find in the wider Geelong region. This is not unexpected 
as the five remaining are the most uncommon species as 
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Photo: Graham Possingham 


determined by observation frequency in the complete 
database of Ladybird records. 


On the following page is a chart showing the various 
species with key information. 


Name Name 


Harmonia Large 

conformis Spotted 
Ladybird 

Coccinella Transverse | Australia and 


Hippodamia Spotted Introduced to 
variegata Amber Australia 
Ladybird 


llleis galbula Fungus- 
eating 
Ladybird 


Micraspis Endemic to 
furcifera Australia 


Fegan * es 
Large Spotted Transverse Ladybird 


Ladybird Ladybird 


Photo: Bernie Lingham Photo: Jane Morrow 
Thanks to all the observers for submitting their photos to 
iNaturalist and contributing to the GFNC Invertebrates 


Collection. https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/gfnc- 
invertebrates-collection 


With the City Nature Challenge still proceeding, it would 
be a good time to register with iNaturalist and be part of 


Native to Light reddish to amber with 20 large spots 
Australia with 18 on the wing covering. 


Black head, body red or orange with black 
band down midline with 3 lateral marking on 
each side of body . 

Head is black, with dark eyes and white 
spots. Wing covering is amber with a variable 
number of black points. 


Spotted Amber 


Photo: Peter Crowcroft 


4to6.5mm 


3 to 5.5mm 


Native to Bright yellow with black markings. 4to5mm 
Australia 


Yellow body with dark longitudinal stripes. 


Fungus-eating Micraspis furcifera 


Ladybird 


Photo: Rod Lowther Photo: Reiner Richter 





the ANZAC long weekend BioBlitz recording biodiversity 
in our region. Participants can photograph any plants, 
animals and fungi and the event is open to all the 
community to be involved. 


Bannockburn Bushland Nature Reserve—Project summary report, 
Municipal and Industrial Landfill Levy (MILL) Grants, 2016—17 


nder the management of the Ballarat Environment 

Network (BEN), a project funded through the 
Victorian state MILL and led by the Friends of 
Bannockburn Bush (FoBB) has been completed at the 
Reserve. Project works included the installation of 
exclusion fencing to prevent soil compaction, root 
disturbance and weed invasion and to protect habitat, 
cultural heritage and amenity values; removal of illegally 
dumped garden waste and rubbish to protect remnant 
vegetation; and fauna (wildlife) surveys and installation/ 
monitoring of remote sensing cameras. 


In relation to the fauna surveys, volunteers from the 
GFNC, BEN and FoBB donated 600 hours to undertake 
three 4-day fauna surveys across five sites; monitor fauna 
cameras and undertake a number of incidental surveys 
within the Reserve over 18 months. Fauna surveys 


Stuart McCallum 


included a bird survey, reptile, frog and mammal surveys 
and incidental insect observations. Highlights included the 
first record of a Little Whip Snake in the Reserve along 
with five other reptile species; and the first records of 
EPBC Act and FFG Act-listed threatened species Swift 
Parrots at the Reserve for well over a decade. Records of 
several other declining woodland bird species like Jacky 
Winter, Blue-winged Parrot, White-bellied Cuckooshrike 
and Painted Buttonquail were also encouraging as 
indicators of healthy and biodiverse habitat in the 
Reserve. All records have been submitted to the Victorian 
Biodiversity Atlas, and all bird records uploaded to eBird. 


Further information about project outcomes are listed in 
the complete Summary Report available from 
Stuartmccallum@westnet.com.au 
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Nature Steward Program 


Keen to learn something new and beat boredom this lockdown? Become a Nature Steward online! 
Meet others, learn from experts, and get ready to act for nature. Applications open for May 
programs in the Geelong and Melbourne regions, open to all in Victoria over 18 years. 


For more info and to apply: https://outdoorsvictoria.org.au/nature-stewards/ 











Photo: Lorraine Phelan 





Parson’s Bands, Eriochilus cucullatus, Photo: Helen Schofield 
You Yangs Regional Park, 14/3/20 


Creeping Bossiaea, Bossiaea prostrata, 
Anglesea, 19/3/20 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 





Small-fruit Fan-flower, Scaevola albida, Photo: Lorraine Phelan 
Anglesea,19/3/20 
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Coming events 





Unfortunately due to the current COVID-19 situation all meetings (other than virtual) and excursions are 
cancelled until 31 May at the earliest. 


April 2020 
6 8 p.m. 
8 4 p.m. 


iNaturalist Webinar—Identification Techniques Workshop discussion 
General Presentation Webinar—Beachcombing for all occasions—Thomas Mesaglio (Uni NSW) 
12-19 Wild Pollinator Count 





16 4pm. General Presentation Webinar—Frogs and Lizards of the Geelong region—Guy Dutson 
20 Virtual Committee Meeting 
21 4pm. Plant Group Webinar—observations discussion 
24-27 City Nature Challenge (CNC) 
28-3 May National and Local Webinar—ldentification discussion meeting (details to follow) 
(Registration is required for all Webinars—Contact info@gfnc.org.au) 
GFNC COMMITTEE 2019-2020 
President Vacant 
Vice-President Vacant 


Immediate past President 
Secretary 


Treasurer 
Minutes Secretary 
Committee Members 


Rod Lowther 
Graham Possingham 
Graham Possingham 
Kristine Kristensen 
Lynne Clarke 

Craig Morley 


Tracey Hinton 
Trevor Hodson 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
g.possingham@gmail.com 
kristinedawn@gmail.com 
alynneclarke@gmail.com 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
doctiny@bigpond.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer 
Conservation Subcommittee Chair 


Publications and Communication 
Subcommittee Chair 


Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) 


Librarian 

Web-master 

Geelong Bird Report Editor 
General Meeting Minutes 
Program Coordinator 
Bird Group 

Fauna Group 

Plant Group 

Club Convenors: 
General Meetings 
General excursions 

Bird Group excursions 


Deborah Evans 
Barry Lingham 
Deborah Evans 


Bernie Lingham 
Jane Morrow 

Alison Watson 
Lorraine Phelan 
Graham Possingham 
Craig Morley 


Rustem Upton 
Craig Morley 

Trevor Pescott 
Barry Lingham 


Chrissy Freestone 
Vacant 
Lynne Clarke 


deb.evans6@bigpond.com 
lingham@tpg.com.au 
deb.evans6@bigpond.com 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjane5@gmail.com 
alisonw577@gmail.com 
Iphelan@bigpond.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 
program@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
ppescott@gmail.com.au 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


program@gfnc.org.au 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 
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